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THE ORGANS OF SPEECH.

at the posterior end of the hard palate, or, more definitely
still, in that prolongation of the hard palate which is
known to us as the velum palati, or soft palate.

The distinctive features of the soft palate are derived
from that part which lies in the cavity of the mouth,,
The foundation is laid by a loop-muscle (the palato-
pharyngeus), which is situated immediately upon the
mucous membrane of the pharynx and is covered exter-

Muscles of the soft palate,   a, Levator veli; 6, tensor palati; c, azygos uvulae (levator
uvulae); d, palato-pharyngeus; * stylo-pharyngeus (elevator of the pharynx).

nally by the constrictors. The fixed points of the loop
rest upon the posterior border of the thyroid cartilage ;
it then ascends the sides of the pharynx, curving inwards
to form its apex in the soft palate. External evidence
of this muscle is given by a fold of mucous membrane
which projects into the interior of the pharynx. This
fold is very indistinct at first, but becomes more pro-
nounced above the hyoid bone, finding its greatest